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Vocal Music Concert - 
grades 3, 4 & 5, 6:30 
p.m. 
 
Jazzistry assembly,  
2:15 p.m. 
 
Winter Break - No 
school 
 
NO SCHOOL - MLK 
 
Restaurant Night - 
Blaze Pizza 
 
Early Release, 1:29 p.m. 
 
Winter Dance - 6 p.m. 
 
Disability Awareness 
Day (4th grade) 
 
NAAPID 
 
Kindergarten Roundup,  
6:30-8 p.m. 
 
Science Fair 
 
Ice Cream Social 

Our Mission / Nuestra misión:  
Achievement for all in a safe, nurturing setting; honoring our diversity. 

Logro para todos en un entorno seguro, de crianza; y honrar a nuestra diversidad. 

December 
2017 

www.a2schools.org/
domain/1287 

Save the Date 

All Parents Welcome 
Todos los padres Bienvenido 

Every parent is automatically a member of our low-key and 
fun PTO community. There are no dues!  Cada padre es 

automáticamente miembro de nuestro bajo llave y diversión 
organización de padres y maestros. No hay cuotas! 

 
6-8 p.m. Tuesday, Jan. 9 

 
Dinner! Childcare!  Centa, cuidado de Niños! 

PTO brings 
music to 
Pittsfield 
     Thanks to money raised by 
the PTO, the Toledo Opera 
performed "Who's Afraid of 
the Big Bad Wolf" at Pittsfield 
in November, and this month, 
Vincent York's Jazzistry is at 
the school for several events 
this month. This program 
includes grade-level 
workshops and culminates in 
an all-school performance on 
Dec. 22 at 2:15 p.m. 
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Penguin Points 
A message from principal carol Shakarian 
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     Living Our Mission Statement – Pittsfield’s 
Mission Statement is powerful in its simplicity:  
Achievement For All in a Safe, Nurturing Setting 

     PLTW is coming to a close – Project Lead the Way is 
winding down.  K-5th-grade have experienced two units 
each this fall that include learning in Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Math.  We thank PLTW teacher Mrs. Van 
Loo and wish her well next semester at Allen Elementary. 

     We’re gearing up for Jazzistry – Jazz meets history meets 
art – with the Artist Student Workshops occurring this past 
week by grade levels.   Jazz is uniquely American – yet 
influenced by almost every culture that goes into the blend 
of who we are – across the Americas.  The culminating event 
is the All-School Performance by a band of musicians led by 
Mr. Vincent York on Friday, Dec. 22 in our MPR at 2:15 PM.  
Pop in for a performance you won’t soon forget – that day 
but do be prepared to stand. ;-) 

     Dressing for warmth in winter months – Children need to 
get outdoors and play, and we do our very best to provide 
them time to play outdoors each and everyday.  We 
encourage parents to dress children to match the cold, winter 
season.  To go outdoors during recess, children need 
adequate clothing.  This means: a coat, hat, gloves and when 
the weather gets snowy, snow pants and boots (to play in 
the snow).  Without snow pants and boots, we will ask 
students to stay on the blacktop.  And without head cover, a 
warm coat, and gloves, we may ask your child to stay 
indoors.  

     Pittsfield Playground Update - Pittsfield Playground 
Committee has counted the votes and considered them; our 
recommendation has now been sent to get approval.  Next 
steps are to be determined.  Stay tuned.  The final 
recommendation – once approved - is to “unveil” the 
winning / design in the hallway display case as were the 
initial options. 

     Two Upcoming Events –  

Thursday, December 14th is our first Family Literacy Night 
from 6–7:30 PM for Y 5s, Ks and 1st-grade students and 
families. 

2

Tuesday, December 19th, at 6:30 PM is our 
first vocal music performance of the year!  
As you might know, Ms. Lyndsay Burke, our 
new vocal music teacher has planned this 
program in December to highlight some of 
what our upper elementary students have 
studied and learned this year. The upcoming 
vocal music performance is for grades 3, 4 

and 5! 

     Community Partnerships - Each year we enjoy 
extremely helpful partnerships with our community.  
Current partnerships include:  

• University of Michigan School of Education – The U 
of M School of Education ELMAC program 
provides us the ability to mentor student interns.  
These student interns learn from our professional 
staff and in turn they provide additional 
opportunities for our children to learn. 

• University of Michigan School of Education – The U 
of M School of Education, in partnership with the 
Ann Arbor Public Schools, provides foreign 
language student interns to teach world language to 
students in grades 3 and 4. 

• University of Michigan School of LS&A – The 
School's Psychology department provides student 
mentors that also work in the classroom with 
students. 

• The Pittsfield Grange is a long-standing community 
partner with Pittsfield Elementary School.  The 
Pittsfield Grange annually provides English and 
Spanish Dictionaries for each 3rd grade student.  
This event is called “Words For Thirds.” In 
addition, the Pittsfield Grange sponsors our annual 
Math/Science Family Fun Night and provides 
transportation each spring for our 3rd grade class’ 
springtime field trip to Rural Education Days at the 
Washtenaw County Farm Council Grounds. 

 
     We appreciate these and all community partnerships 
that make Pittsfield Elementary an excellent place to 
live and learn each day. 

     Thank you for your 
partnership in 2017!  Happy 
Holidays to All! 

Principal Carol Shakarian 
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     As a requirement of Pittsfield 
participating in the Science Olympiad, 
we need to have one person step 
forward to volunteer to be our 'Key 
Volunteer.'  Our key volunteer would 
help to coordinate an existing event. 
Make sure the event runs smoothly, fine-tune existing 
event rules, etc. 
    Here are the Science Olympiad events they are still 
seeking a key volunteer for.  You don't need to be an 
expert in this subject:   

• Aerodynamics 
• Barge Building 
• Circuit Wizardry 
• In Bloom 
• Mystery Architecture 

     The work load would include a few things,  
familiarizing yourself with the event and past rules, 
attending the coaches event meeting, helping to answer 
questions that come up, and being available to help run 
the event the day of the Olympiad. 
     Contact Aaron Kraft if you are curious!  (734-395-
4763) 
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 We also still need an Ice Cream 
Social Co-chair.  The old Ice Cream 
Social (ICS) Captains will help you 
learn the ropes.  We’re looking for 

energetic folks to step up to tackle the 
organization needed to make this fun and 
important event a success.   
     Responsibilities would include: Organizing a 
few meetings before the event to make sure 
everything is arranged, helping to make plans, 
order supplies, set up the Sign-Up Genius etc.   
     We also need an Ice Cream Social ‘GAMES’ 
Chair, the most fun chair of them all!  You get to 
plan what games will be offered at the ICS and 
organize the games with our games vendor. You’d 
need to attend an ICS planning meeting. During 
ICS, you help make sure volunteers are in the right 
place at the right time.  Aaron Kraft has tackled this 
role  and will be happy to show you the ropes. 
     Contact Aaron Kraft if you have questions about 
this role.  (734-395-4763) 
 

We Need You! .... No, Seriously! 

Here to Help 
     Special thanks to Katie Loomis 
for organizing a winter gear 
exchange and to all who donated. 
We had a great response. 
     Still in need? A few things are left 
in the office or you can contact the 
PTO Family Resource Coordinator 
at pittsfield.pto.family.resource@ 
gmail.com or text (if needed, call) 
(734) 219-3257 for assistance.  
     The Family Resource Coordinator 
can provide referrals, secure 
donated items for your students and 
provide some financial assistance. 
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Newsletter 
 

Submit a photo or short 
article to Peri at 

stonequist@gmail.com with 
the subject line “Newsletter”  

by the second Friday of the month. 
 

Please submit using Word. 
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     Students have been very busy 
in Physical Education during 
the past month. Various 
sport skills were taught 
and practiced, as well as 
several different fitness 
concepts. Additionally, the Eastern 
Michigan University Softball 
players have been partnering with 
Physical Education and assisting with various classes. We 
are very fortunate and excited to have their assistance!  
     Tennis Ball Activities: Students in K- will be given a 
tennis ball to take home over winter break and keep. 
Information regarding home activities with the tennis ball 

Physical Education News 
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will be included. Catching, tossing, 
and coordination are all components 
that will be emphasized as well as 
being a cooperative activity with a 
family member. Students can 

perform activities listed and bring 
back bottom of sheet signed by parent.  

     Reminders: * Please make sure your child 
has the proper shoes on days of Physical 

Education. Shoes for PE can be brought by 
placing in backpack if other shoes are worn that 
day. Thank you for your assistance. *  
     Check out Pittsfield Physical Education on 
Twitter: A2PittsfieldPE 
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 St. Joseph Mercy Reichert Health Center Art 
Show- Displayed Dec. 1st through March 
Address: 5333 McAuley Drive, St. 
Joseph Mercy Hospital Campus, 
Ypsilanti, MI, (734) 712-5300. 
 
     Anyone is free to visit the 
exhibit to view the artwork. If you 
park in Lots J or K, and go in the main 
entrance of the Reichert Center, follow the 
signs toward Reichert MRI/CT and the Main Hospital. 
The artwork is on display in the long hallway, right 
outside the MRI area. 
 
Reichert Center hours are 
Monday – Friday 6:30 a.m. until 8 p.m., and 
Saturday 6:30 a.m. until 3 p.m. 
 

Lenaya L. / Mrs. Pavlik 
Vanessa A-M / Ms. Hooppaw 

Pittsfield Art News 
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Haruto Y./ Ms. Pehrson 
Aya S. / Mrs. Villanueva 

 
Washtenaw Dental Clinic Art 

Show-Displayed Dec. 1st through 
February 

 
Haab Health Building: 111 N. Huron 

St. Ypsilanti MI 48197 
(734) 480-4250 

 
     The Washtenaw County Dental Clinic is also a 
community art gallery. Art pieces from 20 Ann 
Arbor K-12 schools, the Community Mental Health 
Art Recovery Program and local Latino artist Jose 
Miguel Galindo are currently on display. 
 

Miles W. / Ms. Lauer  
Annika R. / Mrs. Villanueva 
Iris K. / Ms. Hooppaw 
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     Students, families, and staff, believe it or not, my 
time for Project Lead The Way at Pittsfield is close to 
an end for this year. It's been a wonderful second 
year. I will be finished here on December 22, just in 
time for winter break. After the break, I'll be at my 
other school for the rest of the school year but I'll be 
back here next year. I'm already looking forward to 
next year! Here's what's been happening in Project 
Lead The Way: 
 
Kindergarten - Students have been learning about 
structure and function as they read fairy tales and 
make things to help solve problems. They learned 
that The Three Little Pigs' houses all have the same 
function (what they're for) but the structure of each 
one (how they're made) is different. They worked 
with partners to build houses, then tested them when 
the wolf (a fan wearing a puppet) tried to blow them 
down. Next, they're going to design and build and 
test their very own painting tool! 
 
Grade 1 - First graders have been creating animated 
stories using the coding app Scratch Jr. They began 

Project Lead the Way 
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by learning the basics of coding in Scratch Jr. Next, 
they made an animation of the story Harry the Dirty 
Dog. Now, they're writing their own stories with 
characters, a setting, a problem, and a solution. Soon 
they will code those stories using Scratch Jr., too. 
 
Grade 2 - These students are really showing what 
they learned in Project Lead The Way last year! They 
are coding games with math using Scratch Jr. Seeing 
how much they remember from last year has been 
exciting! 
 
Grade 3 - Learning about simple machines, 
compound machines, forces, and interactions is 
really fun when you get to build the machines to save 
a tiger! Students are building knowledge and skills 
right now but will be rescuing a trapped tiger very 
soon. 
 
Grade 4 - While learning about how computer 
systems work, fourth-graders are also coding games 
in Project Lead The Way. Using Tynker, they are 
building a game that uses a timer and keeps score. 
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The PTO Needs You 
 Are you a parent/guardian/grandparent of a Pittsfield Penguin? 

Then welcome to the PTO (Parent Teacher Organization)! 

WHY 
v Make our school great! 
v Promote open 
communication. 
v Support students and staff. 
v Problem-solve and explore 
ideas to improve our 
community. 
v Sponsor fun events like 
movie nights, fall fest, etc. 
v  Raise funds for things like 
teacher grants, assemblies, 
camp, staff appreciation. 

 HOW TO GET INVOLVED 

1

v Come to a meeting on 
the 2nd Tuesday. Dinner 
at 5:30 p.m. Meeting 6-8 
p.m. Childcare. 
Discussion. Connection. 
Come when you can, as 
you can. We are CASUAL.  
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v VOLUNTEER! 
Seriously. We are a small 
school, but we don't want 
our students missing out. 
All skills are needed. 
 
 

3

v Support some of 
our fundraising efforts: 
Box Tops, Kroger 
Rewards, 
smile.amazon.com, 
Restaurant Nights, Fun 
Run, Ice Cream Social. 

https://www.a2schools.org/domain/1287 
www.facebook.com/groups/PittsfieldPTOAnnArbor/ 

Parent Guide: goo.gl/aX8iXz  
pittsfieldptogeneral@gmail.com 

 



 

 

 


